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Resume For Norm Fields
Profile

I have been preaching the gospel of Christ since 1996, almost from the time I

was baptized in April of that year. Three months after being baptized into

Christ I entered preaching school.

I met my wife, Mary, while preaching in India. I had relocated to the town of

Jamshedpur to assist brother C. J. Guria in building up the congregation that

was meeting in his house. Brother Guria’s oldest daughter, Mary, became

my wife in January of 2000. We were married in New Delhi by brother Sunny

David. We have one daughter, Donna.

From the time of my conversion, my goal has been to grow in the knowledge of my Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. It is my

sincere desire to be of the greatest service possible in the kingdom. To seek and save the lost, as Christ gave example (Lk.

19:10), is my great joy and privileges.

Experience
Jerseyville Church of Christ (May, 2011 – Present)

24439 US HWY 67 Jerseyville, IL 62052 - (618) 498-5609

Bawcomville Church of Christ (September, 2008 – May, 2011)

2326 Joneboro Rd. West Monroe, LA - (318) 323-2945

Danville Church of Christ (March, 2007 – September, 2008)

120 American Legion Blvd. Danville, VA - (276) 340-2825

As part of my work with the congregation in Danville I started a live call-in TV program named Bible Q-n-A. Bible Q-n-A had a

potential local viewing audience of more than 400,000 and had a profound and positive impact on the congregations

throughout southwest Virginia and northern North Carolina.

Northside Church of Christ (April, 2001 – March, 2007)

Jasper, GA

As part of the evangelistic outreach I wrote articles for the local newspaper and other mass mailings. I also started a live call-

in radio program named Bible Q-n-A. I later started a weekly TV broadcast on the local cable network. The congregation

nearly tripled in number during my time as the minister.

West Point Church of Christ (August, 2000 – April, 2001)

West Point, VA

Duluth Church of Christ (August, 1998 – June, 2000)

Duluth, GA

The Duluth Church of Christ was the sponsoring congregation for my work in India and Nepal. 

Working under the oversight of the Duluth elders, I assisted in conducting preacher training programs throughout India. My

responsibilities included teaching classes, administering entrance exams and conducting graduation ceremonies in several of

the schools in South India. Classes were held from 8 AM to 4 PM daily.

After classes, I also had the privilege of preaching in the villages throughout the surrounding areas of the schools. I had the

joy of seeing very many added to the kingdom during these nightly visits to the villages to preach the gospel. This opportunity

was a tremendous learning experience. I was directly involved in establishing the Himalaya Bible Institute in Nepal. The

experience of conducting student interviews, administering entrance exams, overseeing construction of student quarters and

teacher housing, working on curriculum and training translators taught me a great deal about setting up and running a
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preacher training program. I taught the first batch of classes in English to train the translators for future teachers. Many of

those in my first classes still serve on the faculty of the school.

Education
East Tennessee School Of Preaching And Missions (September, 1996 – July, 1998)

I was in the first graduating class under the directorship of brother James Meadows and the last graduating class with brother

James E. Rogers as the Dean of Academics. In June, 2012, East Tennessee School Of Preaching And Missions changed

names to Southeast Institute of Biblical Studies.

Skills

I am proficient in both Apple and PC operating systems. I have a very strong knowledge of MS Office and Apple iWork. I have

used both platforms to publish written (print and digital) media as well as multimedia productions. I have produced my own TV

programs, radio program, netcasts, web sites, etc. I have a good working knowledge of web design and other web based

services.

All of my preaching and teaching is done using visual aids via a multimedia projector. I have used several applications in

designing my visual aids.

Website

I have designed several web sites, both personal and professional. I have a good working knowledge of HTML and CSS, with

some basic knowledge of other scripting languages. I have used everything from text editors to template designs.

I have a large volume of sermons and articles on my website at NormFields.com. Bible Q-n-A is where I post videos and

articles in response to questions that come in from the site visitors. Norm’s Notes is where I post my bulletin articles and

sermon videos. Use the links below to view the Bible Q-n-A and Norm’s Notes sections of my website.

http://www.studiopress.com/themes/genesis
http://www.studiopress.com/
http://wordpress.org/
http://normfields.com/wp-login.php
http://normfields.com/
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Norm’s Doctrinal Statement

This is the questionnaire used by World Video Bible School that has been adopted by many congregations.

1. Is all of the Bible the verbally inspired infallible word of God? Yes

2. Are there any contradictions in the Bible? No

3. Is the New Testament the only acceptable standard of religious authority today? Yes

4. Must we have Scriptural authority for all that we do in religion? Yes

5. How do we establish that scriptural authority?Scriptural authority is ascertained by means of explicit statement, approved

example and/or necessary inference. Explicit statement means that we can find a direct command or similar statement

giving approval to specific activities. Approved example means that we can find biblical examples of specific activities

being engaged in with a clear indication of approval or acceptance by the in- spired writer. Necessary inference means

that there are statement and/or examples found in Scripture that necessitates a specific conclusion. Necessary inferenceis

not speculation. It is something that is a required conclusion based on what is revealed in Scripture.Please see my articles

and lessons on this topic: Ascertaining Biblical Authority, Establishing Biblical Authority Again, Prove All Things, pt. 1,

Prove All Things, pt. 2.

6. Must God specifically forbid something in order for it to be sinful? NoWhy or why not?

Biblical silence forbids (Heb. 7:14). If we cannot establish biblical authority for what we do then it is forbidden (2 Tim. 3:16,

17; Col. 3:17; et. al.).

7. Is Jesus Christ the only begotten, virgin-born Son of God? Yes

8. Was Jesus Christ bodily raised from the dead? Yes

9. Is Jesus Christ coming again sometime in the future to raise the dead, judge the living and the dead, and destroy the

earth? Yes

10. Is Jesus going to establish His Kingdom at that time? No

11. Will you personally be judged at that time? Yes

12. Can one be saved who has never heard of Jesus? No

13. Was the Church of Christ established in Jerusalem on the first Pentecost following the ascension of Christ? Yes

14. a) Is the Church of Christ a denomination? Nob) If not, how can man distinguish the Church of Christ from the

denominations?

Denominations have man-made doctrine, man-made organizations, earthly headquarters, etc. The church of Christ has

none of these. Denominationalism is based in man-made authority where the Lord’s church is based in biblical authority.

Denominations have no biblical authority for their existence! The church of Christ is the body of Christ (Eph. 1:22, 23) and

was purchased with the blood of Christ (Acts 20:28). It belongs to Him and wears His name, not that of any man or man-

made organization.

Please see my video on this topic: Finding The True New Testament Church (Bible Q-n-A TV Program clip).

15. Must a person be in the Church of Christ to be saved? YesPlease see the following lessons on this topic: Can A Person

Be Saved In A Denomination?, Is One Religion As Good As Another?, What About All Those Good People?.

16. Are all or at least some denominations a part of the Church of Christ? No

17. Are the church and the kingdom the same? Yes

18. Is the Independent Christian Church (also erroneously called the Instrumental Church of Christ) a denomination?

YesPlease see my lesson on this topic: What’s Wrong With The Christian Church?

19. a) Should congregations / individual Christians have religious fellowship with

any denomination? Nob) Why or why not?

1) Denominationalism is not authorized by Scripture.

2) Denominationalism cannot be a good work (2 Tim. 3:16, 17).

3) Denominationalism must, then, be a bad work.

4) Denominationalism cannot be fellowshipped in any way because it is an unfruitful work of darkness (Eph. 5:11).

20. a) Would it be sinful to allow a denominational preacher to come to your congregation and preach a sermon or teach a

Bible class?This is not a “yes/no” question but I am sure about my answer.
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b. Why or why not?

It would depend on his reason for being there and the setting of his being allowed to speak. It would not be sinful to allow

him to speak if the setting and/or intention is to engage in debate in order to expose his teaching to be false doctrine and

convert people from that error. However, it would be sinful if the setting and/ or intention was to give any indication of

approval or fellowship to his teaching (2 Jn. 9-11).

21. a) Would it be sinful for the church to have a joint worship service with the denominations in our area? Yesb. Why or why

not?

See #19

22. a) Would it be sinful for a youth group or any other group from a congregation to participate in activities sponsored and

conducted by the Lord’s church where false teachers are speaking or unscriptural activities are being participated in?

Yesb) Why or why not?

Scripture explicitly forbids participating with those who pervert the Gospel (i.e. teach or practice false doctrine) (Gal. 1:6-9;

2 Jn. 9-11; Rom. 16:17; et. al.).

23. Are there saved people in the denominations? No

24. a) If your answer to question 23 is yes, will those people be saved if they live and worship in that denomination until they

die? I answered Nob) Why or why not?

The church of Christ (Rom. 16:16) is the blood bought body of Christ (Acts 20:28; Eph. 1:22, 23), and there is only one

body of Christ (Eph. 4:4). The Lord adds the saved to His church (Acts 2:47), not to denominations. The church is the

household of God (1 Tim. 3:15), where the saved live (Acts 2:47). Leaving that house means leaving the place of

salvation.

25. a) Is denominational baptism valid? Nob) Why or why not?

Among other reasons, Denominationalism contradicts New Testament doctrine concerning the Kingdom, the Plan of

Salvation, the nature of the church, the purpose of baptism, etc. A person cannot be taught wrong and baptized right!

Please see my lesson, What’s Wrong With Denominational Baptism.

26. Did God create the universe (and all that is in it) in six literal 24 hour days? Yes

27. Does the Genesis account of creation allow for the possibility of long periods of time in which evolution could have

occurred? No

28. Did God begin the creation, and then allowed life forms to evolve gradually to their present complex state? No

29. Is the Genesis account of creation literal, or is it figurative and allegorical? Literal

30. Was the flood of Noah’s time local or universal in scope? Universal

31. Can congregations cooperate in doing the Lord’s work as long as they do not form other organizations? Yes

32. Can the church, out of its treasury, support a home for widows or fatherless children? Yes

33. Is it wrong for the church to assist, from the church treasury, needy people who are not members of the church? No

34. Is it Scriptural to have several house churches under the oversight of one central eldership? No

35. Are people sinful when they are born? No

36. Are we saved by the grace of God? Yes

37. Are we saved by God’s grace without any works of obedience on our part? No

38. Can a child of God fall from grace? Yes

39. Will God’s grace cover our doing things we know violate His word if we do not repent of and confess those sins to Him?

No

40. Since we are under grace, are we subject to the law of Christ? Yes

41. Does the grace of God eliminate our need to strive to obey Him in all things to the best of our ability? No

42. a) Is it sinful to miss a worship service if it is possible for us to be there? Yesb) Why or why not?

It is evidence of a greater “heart” problem (Rom. 12:10; Heb. 10:24; et. al.). We are commanded to assemble, and not

forsake such assembly (Heb. 10:25).

43. a) If a Christian sins publicly, or brings reproach on the church, must he/she make a public confession of fault to be

forgiven by God? Yesb) Why or why not?

We must confess as publicly as the sin has taken place. We are to confess to one another and ask God’s forgiveness

among one another (Acts 8:20-24; James 5:16). As much as is possible, everyone that is aware of the sin should be made

aware of the repentance and restoration.

44. a) Is stressing the need for strict adherence to the word of God wrong? Nob) Why or why not?

It would be wrong NOT to have such an emphasis in our teaching. The word of God is the only source for true biblical faith

(Rom. 10:17), without which it is impossible to be saved (Heb. 11:6). It is the word of God that will judge us in the last day

(Jn. 12:48; Rev. 20:12; et. al.). Without all due diligence to adhere to the word of God there could be no security, no

http://normfields.com/denominational-baptism/


Blessed Assurance, (Col. 1:23; 1 Jn. 5:13).

45. Did all of the miracles in the Bible actually occur as recorded? Yes

46. Do you believe that miracles occur today? No

47. How does the Holy Spirit influence people’s minds today?The Holy Spirit operates upon man today by means of the word

of God (Eph. 6:17). Being filled with the Spirit is the same thing as having the word of Christ dwelling in us richly (Col. 3:16

and Eph. 5:18-19).

48. a) Does the Holy Spirit have to enlighten and energize the word of God today to help us understand it? Nob) Why or why

not?

The word of God is all sufficient (2 Tim. 3:16, 17; 2 Pet. 1:3). To say that we need the word of God AND a direct operation

of the Holy Spirit would contradict such passages.

49. Does the Holy Spirit take control of our hearts and minds today? No

50. Does the baptism of the Holy Spirit continue today? No

51. a) Does the Holy Spirit lead and guide us in any way other than through the word of God today? Nob) If yes or not sure,

explain your answer.

The question says lead and guide, so the answer is no. However, we know that God does operate in the lives of men

providentially (cf. Matt. 5:45).

52. Will the lost be in a conscious state of everlasting punishment? Yes

53. Does God’s laws of marriage, divorce and remarriage apply to everyone in the world? Yes

54. Is fornication on the part of one’s spouse the only Scriptural reason that one can divorce and remarry? Yes

55. Does the one put away for fornication have the same right to remarry that the innocent party has? No

56. Is it Scriptural to marry one who has been put away for fornication? No

57. a) If one is in an unscriptural marriage must he come out of that marriage in order to be saved? Yesb) Why or why not?

The person in an unscriptural marriage is actively living in a condition contrary to the will of God. They are living and

conducting themselves in such a way that is only approved in the marriage relationship (Heb. 13:4). However, their

marriage is not recognized by God. In God’s eyes they are living in an adulterous relationship (Luke 16:18).

58. a) Does baptism cleanse an adulterous relationship? (In other words, if two people are married who are not authorized to

be married to each other, and they decide to become Christians, does the fact that they are baptized cleanse their

adulterous relationship?) Nob) Why or why not?

It is not possible to truly repent and be forgiven of a sin that is still being committed, with no intention of turning away from

it. The person that is in an unscriptural marriage is actively committing adultery/fornication. They cannot be forgiven while

continuing in that condition any more than a drunkard could be forgiven while having every intention to continue drinking or

a thief could be forgiven while having every intention to continue stealing.

If one says that they are not having sexual relations with their unscriptural spouse then they are staying in a marriage that

they know is wrong and purposely not fulfilling the terms of the marriage covenant (1 Cor. 7:2-5).

True repentance and forgiveness CANNOT occur while staying in that unscriptural marriage.

59. a) Is it sinful to sing songs of praise to God in worship with the accompaniment of mechanical instruments of music? Yesb)

Why or why not?

There is no New Testament authority for the use of mechanical instruments of music as an act of worship. Therefore to

offer it up to God as an act of worship would, by necessity, be a doctrine of men. Man-made doctrine in our religious

practice would cause our worship to be vain (Mark 7:7).

60. a) Is it sinful to sing songs of praise to God with the accompaniment of mechanical instruments of music under any

circumstances? Yesb) Why or why not?

See above. There is no more authority to offer up mechanical instruments as an act of worship in our private devotionals

than there is to do it in congregational worship. Our singing songs of praise and worship (psalms, hymns and spiritual

songs – Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16; Heb. 2:12) is an act of worship. For one to say that the use of mechanical instruments with

spiritual singing would be acceptable under certain circumstances is the same as saying praying to Mary would be

acceptable under certain circumstances.

61. Must our worship be decent and orderly to be pleasing to God? Yes

62. Is it Scriptural to accompany songs of praise with whistling, humming, imitating the sounds of instruments, or clapping or

to include these acts in our worship? No

63. Is the practice of withdrawal of fellowship an unimportant and optional matter? No

64. a) Must a congregation withdraw fellowship from any unfaithful member who refuses to repent after reasonable

admonition? Yesb) Why or why not?

We are explicitly commanded to do so (2 Thess. 3:6; Rom. 16:17; 1 Cor. 5:9-11; et. al.) Such must be done in order to



follow the doctrine of Christ. It is just as essential to following the doctrine of Christ as is taking the Lord’s Supper every

first day of the week. If a congregation does not practice scriptural discipline then they are not following the doctrine of

Christ and are in danger of having their lamp-stand removed (Rev. 2:5). It is essential to the purity of the church and the

spiritual condition of the one withdrawn from (1 Cor. 5:7-8, 5).

65. a) Is it Scriptural to include choruses, choirs, quartets or solos in our worship service? Nob) Why or why not?

There is no scriptural authority for such in the worship of the New Testament church. See the answer to #s 60 and 61.

66. a) May women preach, teach, lead singing or lead prayer in a mixed group of Christian men and women? Nob) Why or

why not?

Such is explicitly forbidden in the New Testament church (1 Cor. 14:34; 1 Tim. 2:8-12).

67. a) May a woman Scripturally serve the Lord as a deacon or an elder? Nob) Why or why not?

Among other reasons (see #67), they cannot meet the qualifications of an elder or deacon (1 Tim. 3:2, 12).

68. a) Is it Scriptural to partake of the Lord’s Supper on days other than, or in addition to, the first day of the week? Nob)

There is no scriptural authority for any day other than Sunday (Acts 20:7).

69. a) Is it Scriptural for the church to raise money for its work by bake sales, yard sales, car washes, walkathons, dinners,

etc. in addition to the freewill offering on the first day of the week? No>b) Why or why not?

There is no biblical authority to fund the work of the church in any manner other than the first day of the week contribution

(1 Cor. 16:1-2).

70. a) Is it Scriptural for a Christian to drink alcoholic beverages socially? Nob) Why or why not?

It is not scriptural socially or privately. In short, Wisdom’s counsel is to not even look at it (Prov. 23:29-35). There never

has been a drunk that didn’t take the first drink!

71. Is baptism an immersion in water for the remission of sins? Yes

72. What is wrong with the practice of infant baptism?Among other things, an infant doesn’t have any sins that need to be

remitted. Neither can they meet the requirements for scriptural baptism (Mark 16:16).

73. a) Is it right for Christians to participate in dancing? Nob) Why or why not?

I take this question to be in regards to the kind of lewd, lascivious dancing that takes place at night clubs, dance halls,

school dances and the like. Such is explicitly forbidden as a work of the flesh (Gal. 5:19f).

74. a) Is it sinful to participate in mixed (male and female) swimming? Yesb) Why or why not?

It typically involves such things as immodest dress, unchaste handling, lust of the eyes, and the like. Placing ourselves,

especially young people, in such situations of temptation is contrary to the will of God (Matt. 5:29, 30).

75. Do you smoke, chew, dip snuff or use tobacco in any form? No

76. Do you use non-prescribed drugs (marijuana, cocaine, heroin, valium, uppers, downers, etc.) for pleasurable purposes?

No

77. Do you drink alcoholic beverages in any amount for any purpose? No

78. Is a person (male or female) modest who wears short shorts, tight jeans, short or tight skirts, revealing blouses or go

shirtless in public (1 Tim 2:9)? No

79. Do elders have authority? Yes

80. In what matters do elders have authority?Elders have the authority to oversee and rule the congregation over which they

have been appointed (1 Tim. 3:5; 5:17; Heb. 13:17, 24). They have the authority to require those under their oversight to

adhere to the doctrine of Christ and they have the responsibility to exercise church discipline where such adherence to the

word is lacking. They have the final say in all matters of judgment or expedience in conducting the business of the church.

The congregation has the scriptural obligation to submit to the elders authority.

81. Would you follow elders who had to make decisions in matters of opinion even if you disagreed with their decisions? Yes

82. Do the elders of the local congregation have oversight of all members, including the preacher? Yes

83. a) Is abortion sinful? Yesb) Why or why not?

The Bible makes no distinction between the unborn and infant child (Gr. brephos, Luke 1:41; 2:12; 18:15; Acts 7:19). Luke,

a doctor, uses the same word to apply to the unborn child and the infant. Life begins at conception. Therefore, abortion is

the willful taking of human life in premeditated murder. It is the shedding of innocent blood (Prov. 6:16-19). This kind of

gross disrespect of human life should be withstood in every lawful manner possible.

84. a) Is it wrong to expose the error of denominational doctrines or practices from the pulpit or in Bible classes? Nob) Why or

why not?

Among other reasons, we are commanded to expose the unfruitful works of darkness (Eph. 5:11). All of God’s faithful

preachers (prophets and apostles alike) had the practice of exposing false doctrine, as is evidenced by nearly every book

of the Bible. Even Jesus, repeatedly and strongly, rebuked false doctrine publicly. I strongly believe that preaching like that
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of the Old Testament prophets and New Testament apostles is what the church needs to expose, and save people from,

the vain transitions (1 Pet. 1:18) of man- made doctrine.

c) Do you support such exposure of error? Yes

85. a) Is it wrong to expose from the pulpit or in Bible classes departures from the Bible on the part of preachers, other

Christians or congregations of the Church of Christ? Nob) Do you support such exposure of error? Yes

86. a) Do we need to change the worship, doctrine or organization of the church to make it more appealing to younger people,

non-Christians or others? Nob) Why or why not?

The church is the fulfillment of God’s eternal purpose in Christ (Eph. 3:10, 11). The gospel is God’s power to save (Rom.

1:16). We must abide in the doctrine of Christ (2 Jn. 9-11). The word of God is all-sufficient (2 Tim. 3:16, 17; 2 Pet 1:3). A

changed, perverted (Gal. 1:6-9), doctrine (worship, organization) would have no power to save or serve God’s purpose.

Such would produce branches cut off from the Vine (Jn. 15:1-8).

87. Do you use a version (or a translation) of the Bible in your teaching or preaching other than the King James, the New King

James or the American Standard of 1901? No

88. a) Is all that we do in life worship? Nob) Why or why not?

There are specifically designated acts of worship (i.e. sing, pray, study, communion, contribution). There is no New

Testament authority for offering up anything else as an “avenue of worship.” Our worship is one part of our life of service

(Rom. 12:1-2). But not all service is worship. Benevolence is not worship but it is service (Jas. 1:27).

89. a) Is it sinful for a Christian to participate in the lottery or other forms of gambling? Yes b) Why or why not?

Among other things, it is typically motivated by a love of money (1 Tim. 6:9-10). It is inseparably connected to

covetousness and desire for someone else to loose so you can take what is theirs (Eph. 5:3, 4; Col. 3:5). It is ungodly (1

Tim. 5:6).

90. a) Does God require teachers of His word to pay close attention to their manner of life as well as the doctrine? Yes b) As a

teacher of God’s word do you pay close attention to your manner of

life and doctrine? Yes

91. Explain the difference between Law and Grace.Please see my lessons on this topic:

The Denominational Plan Of Salvation

What We Believe About Works And Grace

http://www.studiopress.com/themes/genesis
http://www.studiopress.com/
http://wordpress.org/
http://normfields.com/wp-login.php
http://normfields.com/the-denominational-plan-of-salvation/
http://normfields.com/works-grace/











	Resume For Norm Fields — PreacherNorm

